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spreading of the erysipelas, and to a certain extent diminish its danger. In 
order to ascertain whether carbolic acid may be hypodermically employed 
withont any ill consequence, he experimented upon himself with a 1 per cent 
solution, of which he threw in six decigrammes at a time— i. e., the amount 
contained in an ordinary Pravaz’s syringe. Neither local nor general ill-effect 
resulted. Since then he has employed the injection in two cases—the one a 
woman aged fifty-six, with erysipelas of the forearm and the hand, arising 
from a slight abrasion; and the other a man, aged eighty-two, with erysipelas 
of the thigh following slight ulceration of a cicatrix. In the first case five in¬ 
jections were employed during three successive days, and in the second four 
injections within two days. The injections were thrown into the sound sub¬ 
cutaneous tissue just beyond the margin of the erysipelas as it advanced 
towards the trunk. Its progress was at once arrested in the direction where 
the injections were mude, the injection being repeated in consequence of some 
insular erysipelas appearing beyond the first injection-points. More remark¬ 
able still than thiB limitation of the erysipelas was the decided influence of 
the injections in diminishing the febrile action and the frequency of the 
pulse, and in inducing a general improvement in the patients’ condition. 
Convalescence was quite satisfactory in both patients.— Med. Times and (Joz., 
March 28, 1874. 

29. Guarana in Chronic Rheumatism.— Mr. E. A. Rawson states [Irish 
Hasp. Gaz., April 15th, 1874) that when suffering severely from lumbago, and 
other remedies failing, he tried guarana as an experiment. He took 15 grs. in 
hot water, with cream and sugar, and experienced entire relief from pain for 24 
hours. When the lumbago returned he took another dose with the same result. 
“ I gradually,” he says, “increased the dose to 40 grs., and took it regularly, 
onco a day, for about a week. The lumbago disappeared. I gave up the 
guarana, and in a few days the pain in the back returned. A 40 gr. dose re¬ 
moved it, and it did not return for several days afterwards. Now, whenever it 
docs, I have my remedy at hand. During the last month I have experimented 
largely with guarana on a variety of patients, rich and poor. The results vary. 
When the puin is acute, coming on with sharp stings, guarana acts like magic; 
when it is of a dull, aching character, the drug is slower in its action, and seve¬ 
ral doses must be taken before any decided benefit can be perceived. 

“ I have come to the following conclusion, viz., that whenever the fibrous en¬ 
velopes of nerves, the aponeurotic sheath of muscles, the fascia: or tendons are 
the parts affected, guarana gives, if not instantaneous, at least very immediate 
relief, which will last from twelve to twenty-four hours; and I confidently ex¬ 
pect that perseverance in the use of the drug, gradually increasing the dose up 
to 40 grs., will entirely remove any of the above mentioned kinds of rheumatism. 

“ Of the good effects of guarana on nervous hemicrania there is no doubt; 
and I trust it will prove, in other hands, as valuable against rheumatism as it 
has in mine." 

30. Gelscminum in Odontalgia and Facial Neuralgia. —Dr. J. Sawyer, of 
London, nnd Dr. E. Mackey, of Birmingham, extol [Brit. Med. Joum., May 2) 
the efficacy of tincture of gelseminum, made from two ounces of coarsely pow¬ 
dered gelseminum root macerated in a pint of rectified spirit, for the relief of 
odontalgia nnd facial neuralgia. The dose is from five to twenty drops every 
six hours. Dr. Sawyer says that out of about twenty cases the use of the 
remedy has not failed to give decided and lasting relief in more than three or 
four. 

31. Internal Use of Sulphate of Atropia for Profuse Sweating.— Pr. 
Frantz el has tested the power of sulphate of atropiain checking profuse 
sweating in 75 cases in the Charit6 in Berlin, and is very well satisfied with 
the results obtained. He gives ^ a th of a grain in pill, and in only four cases 
was he required to discontinue it on account of diarrhoea. He uses it not only 
in the sweating of phthisis but also in that of other diseases, such os acute 
rheumatism, or convalescence from trichiniasis. The author supposes that it 



1874.] Medical Pathology and Therapeutics. 259 

acts by constricting the small arteries which supply blood to the sweat-glands 
the sweating being probably due to relaxation of these arteries. Several obi 
servers have shown that atropia produces marked narrowing of small arteries. 
The dryness of the throat and mouth, and the parchment-like drvness of the 
skm in the advanced stage of atropia poisoning, are also probably doe to 
constriction of the small arteries.— Glasgow Med. Joum., Jan. 1874, from 
Virchow’s Archtv, July, 1873. 

:12. Treatment of Eczema, Lupus, and Cancer by Gurjon Oil.— Prof. 
Kwsxrs \V ilsow, m a communication made to the Medical Society of London. 
April 13tn, stated that he had used a liniment composed of equal parts of the 
gnrjon oil and lime-water in cases of painful eczema, in lupus, and in cancer 
with very encouraging results; and stated that Mr. Hancock had applied it in 
a case of cancer of the skin with the effect of dispersing tubercles and healing 
ulceration; but its most useful property was that of relieving pain. Mr. 
\\ ilson suggested that this very simple remedy deserved a trial at the hands of 
the profession, and believed that it would be found a valuable agent of cure 
“ ““7 affections where the skin was painfully attacked.— Lancet, May 16, 


33 Treatment of Leprosy by Gurjon Oil.—The Nos. of The Indian Medical 
Gazette for February and March of the present year contain a very interesting 
ri-port on this subject by Surgeon-Major J. Docoall, M.D. When stationed 
at rort Hlair, India, Dr. D. became deeply interested for the wretched condi- 
ion or the patients suffering there from leprosy, and finding the existing mode of 
treating the disease inefficacious, he determined to try the oleo-resinous sub- 
stance—known in commerce as gurjon oil—obtained in abundance from the 
D, r terocarpus lavis and other trees of allied genera. He tried this oil in 
various combinations, and he decided that the best mode of using it externally 
was in the form of an ointment made by violently agitating together three 
J!S2.2I«r n . e ‘*I a i5 e I. WlUl t°i ne P arl of ,ff ur jon oil until it becomes of the con- 
nnan i r f bu . tt ® r ;. 1 . He a ' 30 used it internally in a thinner mixture com- 
posed of equal parts of lime-water and gurjon oil. 

The following was the treatment adopted : The patients were made early 
every morning to wash themselves in a small stream using finely pulverized 
dry earth as a detergent. They were then given half an ounce of the lime- 
water and oil mixture internally, and obliged to rub themselves all over for two 
hours with the ointment. Another dose of the mixture was given in the after¬ 
noon, and the rubbing with the ointment repeated. 

" Of the 24 cases under treatment here during the past six months," says Dr 
u° f bas de , cidedl J benefited by its use, every ulcer without 
1.™ £!T K hea J ed - a P’ and not broken out again, but the most marked 
disease ^ bee ° denved b ? tbo8e 8uffer i n g from the anmsthetic form of the 

K first notable improvement was in relation to the leprous ulcers, which 
began to heal, and at the same time, anesthesia gradually diminished ’’ 

the change the tubercles undergo in the process of reduction is worthy of 
notice After the lapse of some time the tubercle seems to become more 
?, 0S * at th ° ba8e ’ a ? d , il is felt t0 be 8ofler there than at the 
SSL .‘h* 3 softening process gradually approaches the surface, and at last a 
atery bleb forms, and this bleb soon bursts and allows a thin serous clear fluid 
and a marked dimi nution is then observed as regards the size of the 
tubercle as compared with its former dimensions. This may take place two 
matters* vp™* 8 Un i;V he tabercIe . i8 9 a *te reduced. I found it expedited 
l.nnot n ch \° P anctare these watery vesicles with the point of a 

the natiP^t U “l °'7 C i d tbe flQld r t0 escape wilh ont pain or inconvenience to 
. .li 1 ’ 1 , 1 ' a “ d not interfere with the rubbing process. I have seen 
veiide rC 6 °° * he he * 1X ° f **“ e “ r entirel J nnbside after one formation or the 

f “ZJ? gntjon ointment, though thoroughly rubbed on the surface of the body 
lour hours every day, produced no vesicatious directly from its action, and 



